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Gujo Hachiman Kita-machi Preservation District for Groups of Traditional Buildings
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Gujo Hachiman Kita-machi Preservation District
for Groups of Traditional Buildings
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Temples Shrines
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Restrooms Designhated Refuge Areas
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Gujo Castle
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Gujo Hachiman Hakuran Hall/
City Museum |

The city center of Gujo Hachiman is divided into two areas by Yoshida River, a tributary of Nagara River. The
northern district is called “Kita-machi (north town)” and the southern district “Minami-machi (south town)”. The
city has long served as a key point for transportation to the neighboring regions of Hida and Echizen.

In the late 16th century, the area became a castle town of the Gujo feudal domain. A large fire swept through
the area in 1652, destroying much of Kita-machi, and the framework of the present historic castle town was
established as Hachiman Castle was restored and its surroundings were urbanized during the Kanbun period

(1661-1672).
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reconstruction until 1923, quickly recovering its prosperity. Meanwhile, Minami-machi was modernized
expanding westward toward the river.
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Each of the districts in Kita-machi has a preservation association engaged in protection of traditional water
channels as well as the townscape.
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Gujo Hachiman Kita-machi, located among the natural beauty of mountains and rivers, well conveys the
historic landscape of a castle town to the present generation. Its dense rows of machiya wooden townhouses
built in a uniform style and the water facilities fully utilizing the area’s abundant spring water resources together
contribute to the traditional environment. In this light, in December 2012, the national government designated
this area as an Important Preservation District for Groups of Traditional Buildings.
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Former Hachiman Town Hall X :

—Gujo Hachiman Commemorative
Former Town Hall-/

Gujo Hachiman Kinenkan Tourist Center
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Gujo Odori Bon Dance held from July to September each year.
All are welcome to take part, and many tourists join the locals in the dances.




